
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.
THE CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO CANAL.

In the Intelligencer of the 15lh of March we

published the l;iw passed at the last session of the
General Assembly of Maryland, making provision
for the completion of the Canal to Cumberland.
Other duties, engrossing our attention, have not
allowed us time until uow to carcfully examine and
consider the law.
The importance to the State of Maryland, and

the public generally, of completing the cuiud to
Cumberland, has been so obvious to our minds for
many years past that our readers are fully apprized
ol the solicitude which we feel and have often ex¬

pressed on this important subject.
Upon a deliberate examination of the law re¬

cently passed by Maryland, we are impressed with
its wisdom, its expediency, and its entire practi¬
cability.
By the first section of the act, the sum of seven¬

teen hundred thousand dollars is appropriated, in
bonds of the Canal Company ; upon which bonds
a loan is authorized to be made, or the bonds are

to be used at par, for the completion of the work to
Cumberland. The whole work is to be placed un¬

der contract for completion from dam No. t> to Cum¬
berland before the money that may be borrowed on

the bonds can be applied, or the bonds themselves
be used, for the work. Upon that portion of the
canal between dam No. 8 and Cumberland, about
two millions eight hundred thousand dollars have
been already expended, and the tunnel through the
mountain has been wholly excavated ; there re¬

maining of the unfinished part of the work only
about eighteen miles of easy excavation to be com¬

pleted. The amount, then, is ample for the com¬

pletion of the work, which, at this time, with few
public works- under contract and the wages of labor
low, may not cost over twelve or fourteen hundred
thousand dollars. The engineer's estimate is about
fifteen hundred thousand dollars, whilst private con¬
tractors have offered to execute the work for less
than fourteen hundred thousand; leaving, as the
act does, a margin of three or four hundred thou¬
sand dollars to meet every imaginable contingency.

For the payment of the Joan necessary to com¬

plete the work, the .State of Maryland waiving her
priority of liens and mortgages on its revenues,
these entire revenues are pledged to pay, first, the
interest on the loan of seventeen hundred thou¬
sand dollars ; next, a sinking fund of twenty-five
thousand dollars annually to pay the principal
of that debt; and, next, the interest on the old
charter debt of the old Potomac Company of five
thousand dollars annually. It will require, there¬
fore, a revenue to be derived from the canal of
less than one hundred and thirty-five thousand dol¬
lars a year, to pay interest and to liquidate the prin¬
cipal of the cost of construction. The sum to be
received for tolls beyond this amount would next
flow into the Treasury of Maryland, to meet her
next preferred liens on the canal revenues and

\ resources.

I he transportation upon the canal of one hun¬
dred and fifty thousand tons of tonnage, at half a
cent per ton per mile, would be more than sufficient
to meet the demands of the act for its completion.
The transportation of one hundred thousand tons
of tonnage, at one cent per ton per mile. would
produce a revenue that would paj die interest and
sinking fund of the debt, and, after paving officers'
salaries, yield a revenue of not less than thirty
thousand dollars to Maryland.
By the third section of the law, the corporate

companies of Alleghany county, or elsewhere, or in¬
dividuals, are required to give, a guaranty for the
transportation annually of one hundred and nine¬
ty-five thousand tons of tonnage between Cumber¬
land and the District of Columbia, on an average
of five years, beginning bix month* after the com¬

pletion of the canal to Cumberland, before the com- ¦

pany will be allowed to issue bonds or enter into a

contract for the completion of the canal. This
condition, so far from embarrassing the operation of
the law, is, in our opinion, one of its wisest and
most salutary features. It differs essentially from
the provisions of the inoperative law of 1840-41,
which required that the coal companies of Al¬
leghany should give security for the payment of
two hundred thousand dollars annually, for five
years, into the Treasury of Maryland, and that the
Canal Company should not charge less than one

cent per ton per mile on coal and other articles of
transportation. The present law allows corpora¬
tions and individuals, in Alleghany or elsewhere, to

give security for the transportation of tonnage, and
does not restrict the company to the charge of one

cent per ton per mile, which rate would be nearly
two dollars per ton on transportation from Cumber¬
land to the District of Columbia. By allowing the
company to charge a moderate and fair rate of tolls,
the act at once secures profit on the investment,
and profit at the same time to the State of Mary¬
land, and will allow the coal of Alleghany to enter
the market, so anxious to receive it, at a rate of cost
which will ensure its general use and consumption
on all the Atlantic border, which is a consideration
of the highest importance. The amount of tonnage
to be guarantied is moderate, (as it includes articles
of every kind, and the ascending as well as de¬
scending trade;) for no reasonable mind can doubt,
considering the great capacity of the canal in width
and depth, and the universally admitted superiori¬
ty of the Alleghany cual for domestic, manufactur¬
ing, and navigating purposes, thu far more than
an average of five hundred thousand tons of coal
alone will be transported annually for the first five
years after the canal shall be completed to Cumber¬
land. But the utility of this provision must be ad-
mitted for other reasons: because, first, guaranty
can be given ; secondly, it secures to capitalists,
when given, the payment of the interest and sink¬
ing fund on the loan to be made, whilst it is also a

pledge to the State of Maryland of far more re¬
venue from the canal than is necessary for the
payment of the cost of completion.the surplus of
which will flow into the coffers of the State.
By the seventh section of the act the Canal Com¬

pany are to execute to the State a mortgage, guar¬
antying her priorities, subject only to the payment
of the interest and principal of the debt contracted
under that act for the completion of the canal to
( umberland, A-c.
We repeat our satisfaction with the law, and can¬

not permit ourselves to doubt that tli« zealous ef¬
forts of the President and Directors of the Com¬
pany, and the measures which they may adopt in
consequence of Uj will render the law effectively

[operative; a consummation which must enure

greatly to the benefit 0f Maryland, not only in de-
I veloping her immense mineral resources, but in re¬

lieving, within a few years, the people of that State

| in a great degree Iroin taxation, whilst it must have
the effect to sustain the credit of the Slate, and to

J inspire confidence in those who hold her public
debt. Her nine millions ol' dollars invested in
the canal, which has hitherto produced no other ef¬
fect than to rest heavily on the energies of her pat¬
riotic people, will soon, we trust, be a source of
great and perennial wealth to her citizens. Mean¬
while, ;dl who have an interest in the canal, direct
or contingent, should lend their most useful exer¬

tions and means to secure the completion of a work
which was never expected to be profitable until it
xhouldhave reached Cumberland, and which it was

I believed would be a national benefaction when it
should throw into wide market the rich and neces¬

sary mineral products of that wealthy and inex¬
haustible region.

[jane POUTER AND AMERICAN BOOKSELLERS.

We have heretofore mentioned the receipt at Lon¬
don of the Jinn Chair presented to Jane Porter
by the Booksellers of this country, through Mayor
I vri'i.r and the Lord Mayor of London. The Vol-!
owing reply of the distinguished authoress has been
handed to us for publication.Eds. Cour. <y Enq.

POHTLA!»ll Suuakk, Bhistol, Fkh. 17, 1845.
1m. ih Sim It was not until late in last December that [

» I rr of r,'re'vinK your highly gratifying l.-tter, dated
ctober -Sth, 1844, and indited in the nauips ol those esteein-

* . harartrrt., vv ho have distinguished Us object liy
wilting their signatures ut its dose.

Illness alone, or rather a continuous state of shattered and
thereSire uncertain health, hns held me so long from duly ac¬

knowledging so great a compliment. It was indeed a surprise
ol pleasantness to me in my present seclusion from the general
world. It was u reviving sunl>eam from the far West on my
setting day.from a hemisphere on whose shores, northward
and southward, my heart hath often delighted to dwell.
The iale Sir KoU rt Ker Porter, my honored and lamented

brother, well knew that interesting continent from aea to sea
As a traveller he visited the United States , and for more than

[sixteen years he served his country unswervingly and effec-
Mel» as British Minwter at the Venezuelan Republic in South
America, through all the difficulties and dangers of its military
ill l i'K1n 'n tmgS C*' U"ul he lcft il eur!y in ,he "pring if
peri<ij and '°Z ('0,nmm',al Parity. During all that
period, and tor years previous, wherever he was placed his
.':'ary virtues, both public and private, were my sludy
-raft thpi? 3gC ; ani1 lncanwhile I often attempted to en-
, aft their unostentatious models for manly excellence into !
he represented characters of my successive works.those very
vorks which, in the course of publication of nearly half a ecu'-'
l.amelvaVsuih i?|br0USthl rewartlsbc>'onJ "UgoWen price;
.mi , ,S' ,and «-«n8CienUous testimonials as those I
im now acknowledging, in the approbation and svn.pathv of

3 on^th* °f lh° RrCat Eu'°Pea" noweSL
*1 on the vast continent of the New World.
Allow me, therefore, dear sir, to express to vou, though in¬

nately, »>y deep sense of the intellectual honor, and of the

STSkTT l'r1IS,"U1 8ufrn*""'> conferred on me in the

of vour lrtln /T have conveyed the gratifying sentiments

i/>r ulK
countr? uM"», in the beautiful official let

to^r'^i,heir Z*' an,i deRa,,t|y
V

«°«J cuehioned *ast chaik, manu/ac-1
i rr''!1! hy their warm and genial hearts,

to Uie hereafter repoae of an old and now venerated authored
ot their ancient Parent Land ! |

lo,?HvhJ "'!Tlll0f,,'Pa"l 8n*1 ^nt" cannot but be

^k ofvm?r y rt that hrtH rereiVed »l. an'' '

hiildvl it to represent this grateful response to those

m^lv h lT 'lU>ratl of Vork who have so honor-
inglv held rne in their mernorie» }

*'f L°n<Jon- °» »mval from the

tates?,klmi|y lu"1 »° tune in forwarding the .leal case,
with ,u valuable contents, to my usual add. in town, - at

where i'P ' '' I*" Kensington, London,"
mmdf m! "kT 7 Charge Un,U 1 reviHit lhe «H>ital

Si!!" ,he last ,ouchM «" » "heet

nX M6 W°rlW °f mV earl> especially
I'owTn LyZ *PG,g le,tCr' r°r a new ediUon,
17.J be*lnnln* W,lh "Thaddeus of Warsaw "

r .1 to be puhluhed by Mr. Oeorge Virtue, of Ivy Lane, London,
Uoi I JhTh KUrn.r. When it is ready for publiea-,

, I shall have great pleasure in requesting hnn to forward
Z f't"' """ 10 ^ ork- addreswd to its re,p""l

Chief Mag.rtr.te, the Hon. James Harper-being a3 U

n?he/Tr f'°m he' Wh° h"S -"-'action'in su^rib-
SiZ'd''" "W®"l °nd

IV hI inu H......
JANE PORTER.

The Mayor of New York.

IMPORTANT JUDICIAL DECISION.
rUa,0red in,,hi" at-V ,hal ,h'' Supreme Court

State v's l-wTT I4' " 7S'°n thr .'nPortunt ca.« of

ros(l fmtr M ,,'1rn'"t f"r "P ,h« Portsmouth

V' U1 lh'' Thr opinion of the
>Ourt ha.l not lieen hied at the time of writing this .«,rHgrH,.h
1*7 Th'? i1?"' ^ eCT>n rteUlw',he Points :

J vali, S ,C U'M,< r Mr RiTO'" ««-"tion was
lot vah I .K-cause ,t was not made at the court-house.

irT I V u10 Int^r°Kl of lhe rornPany in the lan.l and sutier-
. meture of the road, and in all js-rsonal property, may )>e Ed
inder execution ; but the francher cannot Z «,ld.

"

"J' a^cr 'he road i* sold, the comiiany msy, by i>eti-

ed'^r?"" U> l^'r lWr- «'»¦ ".nx1 land corslemn-

toXer "" "upenitructure for the ro^l.-ft^^A

horw>rE «fr"LI|A:* rTACHM*;',T-.Another claimant for the
honors so freely showered on Mr. Coleman, as the inventor of
the new. piano attachment ha, appeal in Savannah, Geor-

S.tred n ,1 rrirm" '5'h r0n,ai"'« notice which np-
pean (I in that W>r as lonK ago as November 4th, l«J9 dc-
scnbing an instrument called «< The Euphonon," invented by
Sident rV I a K;n,1*'man "f genius, and a re¬
sident of Savannah. It was attache,I to the piano by Mr

in
' (thlrtw>n yeais ago,) and is deacribed to l>e

aUe'nZ^Th1 "a'n''T^ °n" whirh "rating ro much

\»L h ,
f,r,0n,V ^ ,l,vr,,,»on ia claimed by Mr. Co-

burn, who deigns to secure the benefits arising from it. Th«>
Georgian says that "there ore other advantages connected
with the instrument of Mr. Coburn, of which we do n^Tfed
authorized to speak.
MitLKBiaw..-A man named Damrnon, at Dover, Maine

VMrn?7' no,«W»«»ng his family, Ac.
wa* ¦ and had l*eu led away by his participa¬

tion in the proceedings of that fanatical aect'from ev. rv .hing
like an honest and wln-r life. The trial developed grosa anil
most acandakms sensuality on the ,«rt of these misguided peo¬
ple, and tended to convince every one of the neceamtr, in
ffio*. sertions of the country where the delusion has take, the
strongest hold, of the interference of the law. Families are

broken up fathers and mothers led to almndon their children
daughter, debased, their public meetings cliaracteri/e.l l,y the
most shocking licentiousness, and the minds of wholeeoinmu-
niUes made wild with insanity. In those sections where the
mama has prevailed, its effects have l>eeii marked and most dis
astrous. Something certainly should be done to check it.

A Mo**v M.ki a..Alwat twelve years ago a |K»or French¬
woman, residing at Iluenos Ayres, exceedingly perplexed with
regard to the "ways and means," set her inventive genius to
work, and hit upon the following expedient: Oheerrimr a va<t

quantity of bones and animal offal thrown away from the
slaughter-houses with which Huenos Ayres ahotirwiis r. thought

her that she might turn this wasU> to a profitaMe ac-

rount. Having proeure.l a large iron pot, collected a quantity
of hones, Ac. she commenced operations by boiling them anil
kunriiiiig oil the fat, which she sold at the stores at Buenos
Avre. r mding Dm- proree.ls of her industry amply reward

n./l f Per"evere«l, advancing from a pot to a boiler,
nd from a Inji.er to a steaming-val, until she possessed a maz-

mlicent apparatusca|table of reducing a hundre.l head of cattle
" olr "',0n0. Vm'T- Four VMr" .*» h" manu-
a lory, retire,I fr,,m l.o-.ness, ,n,l now rolls through the
tr»,ts in one of the handsomest carriages in Huenos Avres.
Iherv ,S S. ane|y a res^Cal-le merchant in that place, or in

rtcamhVg ' "",nC way colinc,u',J vviUi cattle-

f'4' i"' St' in "ll"Mon 'he "bill for

ull.u e L 7m7 n,,w «he Missouri U-

someUnrKrV . 1 '! "!. 'H'IU'r ^>r 'he memliers to do

th.^ eJ'T ,e T, "r.,h' "n*lr M"-*< not trouble
msi |ves aliout othrr men * tome* ?

miser 'who'*1* "r "*M,T .A laughable storv is told of a

money t. .IT T""' "f to give all his

little kin,l,ieJ» '* hands he had ex,w-r.enced sonw»

name " m .
' h''_ 1f"r ,hH' vr»- h'" nefWiew'a

all rnv money v" " V, ° thrworW. ""d to give you
Ves "r f I

"" ' 'KIV'' only think '

1 "h"" *. -!z-
»n,. .ihi ,o. Z'l:;n"."

r;:;r;:;r-- - - r.:1^

THE POLICY OF THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT.

The time appears to have gone by when Protec¬
tion \va« the order of tlie day in England. We do not
here use that word in its limited sense, as applied to
a protective tariff in behalf of domestic manufactures
only, but in its most comprehensive meaning, when
it extended to almost every interest in the nation,
and to almost every class of the people. English
silks were saved from the competition ol foreigners
by import duties which amounted to a prohibition.
English cotton and woollen goods, English cutlery,
porcelain, hats, shoes.every thing, in short, of
home manufacture, was protected, not by the skdl
of the fabricators, but by. the interference of laws
which closed the home market against strangers.
The shipping interests, the West India interests, the
Canadian interests, the East India Company's in¬
terests, were all bolstered up as carefully as the votes
of Parliament could effect it. Protection to life and
property was secured by a very severe criminal
code. Hares, partridges, and pheasants were pro¬
tected by most stringent game-laws and the dread of
transportation. The Church, as by law establish¬
ed, was protected by a steady and uniform depres¬
sion of dissenters and non-conformists. Commerce
and navigation were guarded by a thousand restric¬
tive duties. The aristocracy was protected by a
careful denial of Parliamentary representation to
Manchester, Leeds, Sheffield, Birmingham, and
other populous places, and the most tender protec¬tion to the nominal constituencies of Old Sarum,
Cation, and Castle Rising. The wealthy land¬
owners and the agricultural interest were protectedby the closing of the ports against the admission of
foreign grain, until the price of that grown at home
exceeded ten shillings, or two dollars and twenty-
two cents the bushel. In fact, legislative protection
was extended to all classes and all interests,except¬ing to the two most important, because the most
numerous.the laboring and working classes of the
people.

But a change has gradually come over this poli¬
cy. The first innovation was made by Mr. Can¬
ning and Mr. Huskisson, and their friends; theyforced their colleagues, in Lord Liverpool's admin¬
istration, into the repeal of the navigation laws, and
to the general admission that, wherever a system of
reciprocity could be established, free trade offered
greater advantages to all parties than a restricted
one. This was but the beginning of the end. Sir
Robert Peel, the Duke of Wellington, and Lord
Eldon refused to take office under Mr. Canning
because he was favorable to Catholic emancipation.The Tory party praised them for their opposition,and bore them back into power and place on the
death of Mr. Canning. But the march of changeand reform was onward ; and, in one year after¬
wards, the Corporation anil Test laws and Catholic
Disabilities were repealed. This Administration
would not advance another step, and the Duke of
Wellington's memorable declaration against Par¬
liamentary reform led to the defeat of the Tories,
and the admission of the Whigs into office. The
Whigs boasted of their liberal principles, but theydared not to speak of endowments for the Roman
Catholic Church in Ireland, nor dreamed of revolu¬
tionizing either the commercial or the fiscal arrange¬
ments of the empire, and, with the exception of the
great question of Parliamentary reform, they left
things pretty much as they found theiu.

It remains to be seen what has been done by a
Conservative Cabinet. The present Government
took office at a period of extraordinary danger and
difficulty. Disastrous wars abroad, seditious move¬
ments at home, diminished commerce, and a re¬
venue falling off from quarter to quarter, gave a
fearful character to the times. These appalling cir¬
cumstances were not to be met by any ordinary mcaim
of amendment. The new Government felt this, and
acting upon the conviction, looked for a remedy in
a complete change of system. The repeal move¬
ment in Ireland was put down, the tariff and the
income tax of 1842 were passed, and these import¬
ant measures were speedily followed by others
which indicated that 44 old things were passing
away," and that "all thing* were becoming new."
Ireland had to be quieted : there were only two

ways of doinj* this, either by governing with a rod
jf iron, or by conciliating the great body of the
people.generous conduct towards them on their
nosi tender point. Sir Robert Peel rightly adopt¬
ed the latter mode. The charitable endowments
bill was passed; the education of candidates for
holy orders according to the rites of the Roman
Catholic Church in Ireland was provided for
at the public cxpenso; the Church of Rome, in
Ireland, was recognised a» a Church ; pious indi¬
viduals were empowered to endow benefices and
build Roman Catholic places of worship at their
pleasure; the Romish clergy were permitted to be¬
come bodies corporate, and, like the Protestant
vicars and rectors, to hold property as corporations;
and an annual grant of many thousands of pounds
is now proposed for the better education of Catho¬
lic priests. Thus is Sir Robert Peel steadily and
uniformly pursuing the only plan which appears to
hold out a prospect of peace for Ireland, and, of
course, for the United Kingdom. He is acting
justly towards the majority, ayd with exceedinggood policy towards the minority of the population
of Ireland.

But it is not in regard to churches and education
alone that the wheel is going round. The financial
system of the country seems to be now in the bal¬
ance. The formerly strongly-held theory that in¬
direct taxation was greatly preferable to direct tax¬
ation appears to be getting out of dale in England.
The income tax has been renewed for three years;
an amended tariff has been introduced, four hundred
and thirty articles have been exonerated from im¬
port duties, and trade set free from a great many of
its shackles; rrport diitien are to be levied no
more ; raw cotton and other elements of manufac¬
tures are to enter British ports free of duty ; glassis exempted from Lixation; auction duties are abol¬
ished ; sugar can be placed in the cup of the poor
man at two cents and a half per pound cheaper
than it used to be. The country is to be relieved
from upwards of three million pounds sterling of
animal taxation ; anil, even with increased estimates
for the navv anil other purposes, a surplus of nearly
one hundred thousand pounds is expected at the
expiration of the ensuing year. In 1842 the im¬
port duties were reduced on seven hundred and
fifty articles out of twelve hundred, and were left
untouched on many articles, on the principle ol ob¬
taining, by negotiation, concessions from other
countries as equivalents. This principle has now
been abandoned, and that of reducing taxes in Eng¬
land for the benefit of the Knglish people is fully
recognised, without regard to the movements of
other nations.

It is not likely that any increase of trade can,
during the next three years, bring an increased
amount of five millions su>rlmg into the British
Treasury, so as to enable the Minister to dispense
with the income tax at the termination of the periodfor which it is now renewed ; nor are we quite sure,
if it should be so, that the repeal of that tax would
be a judicious measure. Money must be raised by
some means, and from same source or other, for the
support of Government and the discharge of the
national obligations; and there does not appear to
be any fairer or more equitable mode of raising it
than by taxing every mau for the support of the
Government in proportion to the stake which he
holds in the country.that is, according to the benefit
which he receives from its protection, and his en-

loyment of it.
' Besides, although four hundred and thirty articles

are now exemptedfrom duty, there are more than
seven hundred yet remaiuing subject to duty.

'

Will
not the tea merchant assert that he has an equal
claim to consideration with the sugar merchant ?
Are not the corn merchant and the corn consumer,
the most oppressed and the most numerous of all
classes, to be considered ? Undoubtedly they oui/lit
to be, and undoubtedly they will be. This experi¬
ment, il successful, will lead to another, and another,
until trade, so Jar as it relates to the importation andthe exportation ot raw materials and natural pro¬
duce ol every description, will be left free to find
its own level.

The evident tendency of the new system in Enir-
i

18 lo rt;l»cve, an much as possible, the poorer
classes, and to lay the burden upon the richer. The

j income tax is a direct tax ; for, if there were not a
line drawn below which the tax-gatherer is forbid¬
den to go, still, m the very nature of tilings, he who
possesses the greatest share of this world's goods
will have to pay the largest amount of tax.
We have gathered the materials, and in some

cases the language, of these observations from re¬
cent hnglish and American journals, and have en¬
deavored to compress and arrange such an outline
ol the whole subject as may place it in an accept¬
able shape before our readers.

It may be ;ulded, in conclusion, that England still
protects her manufactures jealously and carefullu,
and that the late repeal of duties on the imported
raw material will act as a further protection of
them :. whilst there is scarcely an article relieved
from duties by Sir Roikrt Peel's bold financial
measure which can in any way interfere with the
interests or diminish the protection of manufactur¬
ing labor and skill of any description whatever.

\V hat the British Government linds necessary to
be done in this respect in England, we hold to' be
at least as necessary to be done in the United States;
but we need not repeat our often expressed and well
understood opinion on this subject.

fhe question undoubtedly arises, and it is deserv¬
ing consideration, how far can we, with propriety
and advantage, reciprocate the measures of the Bri¬
tish Minister by repealing or lowering our impor
duties upon raw produce and materials? It must,
however, be borne in mind that what may be appli¬
cable and advantageous to a population like that of
England may prove highly prejudicial and injurious
to the very differently circumstanced people of the
United States.

AN EXTINCT VOLCANO.

A writer in ihe Cincinnati Atlas furnishes some interesting
{wrticufars of ihe vast extent of our Northern Lakes.

There is a great curiosity (he says) about thirty mile s from
Kingston, near the outlet of the bay of (juinte, in Canada.
He visited it a few years ago in company with Professor Lt kll,
of London, who pronounced it one of the greatest curiosities of
the kind he ever saw. It is what is called in {Scotland "a
Tarn," or mountain lake. It is situated ii|K»n a conical hill,
about three hundred and fifty feet high. It is circular, about
half a inile in diameter, and occupies nearly the whole sur¬

face of the hill.
The lake is consequently entirely without inlet; yet a

small stream constantly escapes from one edge of it down the
side of the hill, turning the wheels of a flouring mill,
which has been erected near the summit. The level of the
water in the lake is supposed to be about three hundred and
fifty feet above that of the bay below. As there are no high
lands within fifty or sixty miles, or perhaps a greater distance,
the curious question arises, whence comes the supply for the
mountain lake >

Professor Lt*ll supposes it to occupy the crater of an ex¬

tinct volcano, and to receive its waters through the hidden
siphons, from a great distance, but did not coincide with the
popular belief in the neighborhood that the fountain-head was

Lake Erie, although it is supposed that they occupy the same

level.

THE NEW POSTAGE LAW.

mo* Tat XORTII AJO.RlCAIf.

A Cautiojt Some i«e<fpJ« inay lie deceived on the sub¬
ject of cheap postage, unlet* tbey take a "sober second
thought." A part of those who are so strenuous for cheap
postage are not quite so disinterested as would at first appear.
They are seeking to pay their (KMtage bills out of other peo¬
ple's pockets. Look at this matter. I am an industrious me¬

chanic, for example, and I have little time to write letters.
My neighbor publishes school-books, and he wishes to lie send¬
ing ott" letters, recommendations, puffs, See. by the hundred
and by the thousand. This is his way of making money.
Now, he wishes the expenses of the Post Office Department
to be paid out of the Treasury, and then 1 shall have to help
him pay hi* postage, while he will only pay his national tax
according to his means, as I da mine. If he is making his
money by sending letters, he should pay the uthnlt cmt of car¬

rying those letters. I ought not to pay any part of it, in the
way of duties on sugar, &c. Let every man pay his own

postage. Is not this fair > But this will not be the ense if
the Post Office Department does not support itself. The cheap
postage system may injure the poor man instead of helping
him. Suppose that I find time to write one letter a month, I
may think it a fine thing to have it carried for five centa. But
I may have to pay so much higher duties on sugar and other
articles, lhat I shall lose a great deal more than I gain by this
system. I shall have to help fill up the Treasury, ami thus
help to pay my neighbor's postage. I trust the people will
not suffer themselves to be deluded in this matter.

SPECTATOR.

A HORRIBLE DEED!

FROM THI SAI.ISHI-HT (*. r.) watch***, march 22.
Our community was horror-stricken on last Thursday morn¬

ing by the reported death of Mrs. Mart Wkst, relict of the lat*»
W*. W*st, aged about 80 years, and her grandson, Hisar
Hwitrn, aged about 12 years, living four miles north of thix
place, whose half consumed bodies were drawn out of the
flames of the burning and destroyed dwelling of the deceased.
The fire was first discovered by the ucighbors altout daylight,
but it had so far progressed that it was impossible to arrest ihe
entire destruction of the dwelling, smoke-house, and crib, to¬
gether with all their content*. The bodies of the unfortunate
old lady ami her grandson were not discovered until a late
hour; indeed, for a while it was hoped they had escaped from
the burning edifice. A jury of inquest having been summon-
ed to the spot, after due exanunation found lhat the deceaaed
hjd come to their deaths by the violence of some unknown
person or persons on the morning of Thursday, and that the
building was then fired. Mrs. West was known to be in pos¬
session ot several hundred dollars in silver and paper money ;
and there is no doubt but the perpetrator of the horrid deed
just related was in pursuit of this, and very probably obtained
the whole of it.

**TKA,""MT Exflosio*..The steamboat Columbia, on
1

her trip from Albany lo New York on Sun,lay last, burst a
'

hole in one of her boilers, when nesr Van Wic's point. S«-
vernl |>ersons were severely scalded. '

Htka*bo«t Exrlosiox aid Lo-n or Lire..f)n the 10th I
instant, as the steam towboat Pilot was going alongside Ihe |
brig Piontrr, in the Mississippi, |.>und to New Orleans, all
four of her boilers exploded, and she sunk immediately. The i
following are the names of the persons killed and wounded ,

H. B. Webster, Branch Pilot of tin- brig, ba% wounded ,
< ¦aptam llrowu, of the towIk*t, slightly injured ; W B
Pagan, 1st enginoer, killed ; Lathrop (J. Bean, 2d do badly
injured; Win. Reilly, pilot, do., Win. Davis, stee'rsman '

missing; Matthew Berry, deckhand, do.; one man, name
unknown, deck hand, do. ; Joseph Lauson, fireman, slightly
injured ; Win. Coltdoff, deck hand, do. , Isaac Green, do. do
Wm. Duckman, fireman, uninjured; Charles, Jerry, and
Bill, negroes, lielonging lo Captain Cow, uninjured.

''

| Tro*as W. Dorr. The Provi.fenee Journal states, on
what it represents to l»e the best authority, that the health of

"'dividual, concerning which such false statements aic
from tinie to time made in the Dorrite pa,s-rs, is not seriously
affected by his now rolun/nn/ confinement in the Htate Prison
His health has improved since he entered the prison.i

Arrkst. One of the cabin passengers who came out in
the packet ship W estmmster, which arrived at New York on
Tuesday from London, has been arrested, charged with em¬
bezzlement of £2,<H>0 sterling. When the ship appeared off
Qandy Hook she was lioarded by two police officers, from a

pilot boat, who remained on hoard until the ship reached the
wlwrf, when they made the arrest. The gentleman hsd his
wile arid two children with hini, and had heen a great favorite
during the pammge. Only £70 were flotmd in hie ixmeewiion.
Smooths 8i*ni*n Birhs..No man with a soul so large

as a flea s gizzard could possibly be so mean, so cruel, so cow¬

ardly, as to go round polling at little birds in the briars and
liushes, wing-breaking sparrows and maiming chickadees;
and yet there are things in human shape just base enough
to do it.

THE 8TAIE OF ARKANSAS AND IT8 DEBTS.

Our attention has been directed hy a citizen of
(Arkansas to the subjoined Jamentable account ol' the
debts, resources, and dispositions of the State of
Arkansas ; from which we conclude that the State
is irretrievably insolvent, and will in all probability
never pay a dollar of either interest or principal of
her State debt. A large aniouut of the stock issued
by this State is held by the General Government
by whose officers funds held in trust by this (J0-
vernment were invested in that stock; the whole
amount ol which must of course be made good by
the Treasury of the United States out of money
collected by taxation from the whole people of the
United States.

fllOM THE ARKANSAS STATK (J A ZITT It, MARCH 3.
We ask attention to Uie letter of "X. Y." It

was prepared at the request of a gentleman of a

neighboring State, and who felt some interest in
knowing whether Arkansas would ever be able to
redeem the bonds issued in her name and by her
authority, ami sold to obtain the specie capital for
her banks. The picture drawn of the financial
condition of our State, as well as the prospect
ahead, is indeed a gloomy one; but yet, saving
some lew unimportant particulars, it is in the main
correct.

State Bomla of Arkansas.J'irlual Repudiation,
occasioned by a total inability to pay.

Sin : Agreeably to request, I give you herewith a synopsis
of the actings and doings of the Legislature of Arkansas, no

far us the same may have relation to the Arkansas State bonds
and the payment of the very large interest now due on them,
and which is daily cumulating, without, I regret to say, the
remotest prospect of any of it ever being paid. In the first
place, I will remark that the General Assembly of Arkansas,
which is composed of precisely one hundred members, twen¬
ty-five of whom arc Senators and seventy-five aro Represen¬
tatives, commcnced their session on the 4th November, 1844,
and closed it oil the 10th of January, 1845. With the Go^
vernor's message, at the commencement of the session, was

transmitted to the General Assembly a memorial from Lon¬
don, bearing date August the 29th, 1843, signed by Fred.
Huth & Co., Joseph Hume, and by several other firms for
themselves and others, wherein they state, among other things,
that they are holders of a large amount of Arkansas Itonds,
gave full price for them, Ac., and that no interest has been
paid on them since first of July, 1841, and they earnestly
pray the General Assembly to take prompt measures to raise
the interest, indeiiendent of the assets of the bank, as they
deem debts collectable from that source precarious and uncer¬

tain. As this memorial was transmitted with the Governor's
message, it was printed with other documents which accom¬

panied the message. It was then laid on the table, and no

further notice taken of it. '1 he next thing concerning the
bonds was this : there were thirty-thru thousand seven hun¬
dred dollars (33,700) in s|»ecie in the vaults of the Htate
bank, which was a portion, and the residue, of the original
capital of the bank that came from the branches after they
had suspended specie payments. A member from Pulaski
county offered a direct proposition to apply this specie, so far
as it would go, to the payment of the interest due on the State
bonds. This proposition was voted down, only ten voting for
it. Again, to pay the interest on our State bonds another
member from the same county ottered a direct proposition to

appropriate the proceed* of the sales of the five hundred thou¬
sand acres, granted specially to the State by Congress on con¬
dition that the State shall expend their proceeds in making in¬
ternal improvements, such as roads, canals, and clearing out
rivers. This latter proposition was also voted down by a large
majority, only twelve voting for it.

1 he revenue of the State has always been deficient in pay¬
ing even the ordinary eipenditures of the State ; so much so

that the State was compelled to borrow largely from the bank,
and has discharged her obligations to the bank by abstracting
their aggregate amount from the capital of the bank, and ap¬
plying it to the payment of the money so borrowed ; and,
therefore, liy 8Uth "robbing of Peter to pay Paul," has dimi
nished to that amount the means of the bank. The auditor's
estimate of revenue into the State treasury for the tun, fiscal
years commcncing with the 1st of October, 1842, and ending
the 30th September, 1844, was $77,000. The actual receipts
for the said two fiscal years were $49,64# 22 ; which shows a

difference lietwcen the estimate and the actual receipts of the
large sum of $27,359 78. The expenditures for the same

!u-o years were #164,415' 75, exceeding the receipts by the
iuiu of £114,775 53; and this hut mentioned sum was sup¬
ped by abstracting its amount out of the capital of the State
Hank in an appropriation bdl. In the year 1844 the whole
>f the actual receipts into the State treasury, commencing with
i>e 1st of January, and ending with the 31st of December,
were only $21,676 27 ; which sum was collected in depre-'
aated paper, at fifty per cent, discount, and more than two-
Lhinls of it were paid by ten counties out of forty-five. Here¬
after the tales are to lie collccted in gold or silver, or State
scrip or treasury notes ; and I estimate that, as it is an ad va¬

lorem tax, the annual receipts will not exceed ? 16,000, and will
consequently be Mow the expenditures bv about $ 14,000. The
great deficiency in the revenue to meet the current expenses of
the State was made known to the General Assembly by the Gov¬
ernor in a special message, transmitted to them solely for that
purpose. The taxes, however, being now very high on our small
and poor population, the House of Representatives refused to
raise them higher, and, in response to the Governor's sjxvial
message, resolved and determined that it was inexpedient and
un|>olitic to do so. As, therefore, they refuse to raise the taxes
sufficiently high to pay their ordinary and current expenses,
and thereby supply an admitted deficiency in the revenue,'
brought to their notice by a special message of the Govern*,'
it is needless for me to say they never will augment the taxes
with the view of paying any portion of the interest on the State
l-onds. In fact, any candidate who would avow thnt he was
in favor of rawing the taxes to pay the interest on our State

n<V .ure- /?«¦< <*"« votes in any countv in the
tate. J he undisputed and unpaid interest due on our l>onds

f i1tlP IMS, amounted to the large sumAfhx hundred and forty-four thin,sand fi,v hundred and
"rf Jf dollars, and will be daily cumulating for the next

,«» ? 81 ,7lU °f *,8°'250 P« y«', « large por-
jon ol which is pavaHe in London, and the balance in New

J0*" ,7"^"lotion d<*s not include the interest on five
lunarea Innd* amount,nq to 5500,000, which were issued
or oneof the banks, and were disposed of by it, but which
lave been repudiate,! by the State. Our taxes being accord-
ng to value are raised mainly from the v.lu.tion of »l..vr. ,

"id, were they raised higher, most of those owning slaves
wonld remove to Texns adjoining us. A great many have aI-

l it
*OI,e f° '#exa* * .nd, should that country be annexed to

he Union, it will inevitably greatly abatract from our popula-
lon. No emigrants eren now scarcely ever stop within our

?orders, but push on to Texas, where thfere is a Government
ike our own, and where they can get the boat kind of lands
'ery cheap. From Uiese circumstances our population will,
herefore, probably remain stationary, or will increase very tit¬
le, for the next twenty years to come.

The f<33,700 of specie, being the residue of the original ca-

>ital of the Htste Bank, which the General Assembly refuaed
0 apply, as far as it would go (as heretofore mentioned) to¬
wards |mying the interest on the Stale bonds, have been ex-
racted by them from the bank, every aingle dollar, and sp-
iropriated to the pay of the members, fee. Neither the Nt.te
lor the tanks, therefore, have nou a single specie dollar
ind it is highly probable they never will, as the sequel will
.how. The General Assembly have also, by an act, not only
epudiated the bank notes of the Real Estate Bank, but »|so
hose of the Slate Bank now in circulation, by prohibiting
heir receipt into the Htate treasury. This is prolml.lv be¬
muse the lianks are now worth nothing, and have no more

i-petit to |»ay members. Knowing that there is not and will
»ot !*. sny specie to pay even the ordinary and current ex pen
*s of the State, they have, by the same act, authorized and
directed the issue of State scrip, which is receivable not only
in ",e Htata treasury, but also in ,iayments to the banks
1 here is a pretty considerable sum of this senp already in cir-
rulat.on, at, however, a diseo..t of more than fifty per cent.
The amount of this scrip or Wtale notes that will be ,n ciirula-
Uon, accordmg to the specul message .f the Governor, who
based his calculation on the aggregate amount of appropria¬
tions, will be largely upwards .f eighty thousand dollan. pre¬
vious to the meeting of the .e,| Le.,slatu«: ,t j, now J.pr.
sine, that more than half the debts to the bsnks sre uneol
ectable, and are called »H*pmded. It is represented that th«
bank has lost as much ns fifty thousand dollars by three men
* "I*"-, .

In 'I1" '""iks, when in full blast, never
pnu t eir expense*. Nine banking houses, built at great ex¬

pense, on lots paid for at enormous prices, together with other
buildings on the lots, would not now sell for one-sixth of their
onginal cost. I will not mention the hc»vy bills paid for cn-

graving, (5tc., nor the high and exorbitant salaries paid to »w -

meroua officer*, aa well as immense iuna paid to vsriou* im*- .

bioiutrien or bank agents, who were despatched to New Yorkand other (>lac^f> at the instance of the banks.
The ileal Estate Bank was founded on the value mainly ofwild lands. Many of the lands on which atock waa taken in

that bank, would not bring one-twelfth of their vaiuatioi,which resulted from the rule adopted in granting atock. If i n
individual hsd a ainall improvement, he could put the land in
as atock, on which hia improvement waa situated, and tht n
add all the wild landa he could obtain ; and, by getting a high
and favorable valuation on there wild land*, he would be ena¬
bled to tiecome tha proprietor of a pretty comfortable |>orUonof atock ; and, aa aoon aa the money waa obtained on the
State bonds, issued on the credit of thoae valuations of wild
lands, he could draw one-half of the ainonnt of hia atock, i*
dollars, out of the original capital. In this way half the origi¬nal capital was aoon absorbed, and the other half soon wci t .

into the hands not only of ordinary borrowers, bu-. also of d'-
rector« and stockholders, as the la ter had the privilege m tonly to draw half, aa atockholdera, but also to take as ordinalyborrower* ; and, having the power, they never failed toe>ei-cisc so valuable a privilege. The tttate Bank, with threebrunches, waa emphatically called the people'a bank, and, assuch, the money therein was called for, arid loaned out, gene¬rally indiscriminately, to Tom, Dick, and Harry. AU of theoriginal capital, therefore, waa aoon loaned out, exceptingabout $toO,000, which were retained after the suspension ofs|iecie payments, but which waa soon used up by two I«egis-lature* to pay themaelve*, and, excepting also from fifty to
sixty thousand dollars of the original capital, which waa neverobtained from the North American Trust and Banking Com¬
pany, who were the original purchasers of the bonds. Thislatter sum has lieen sued for, but will never be obtained, wthe North American Trust and Banking Company have long;sincc entirely failed. I except also near $600,000.being that*
portion of the original capital of both banks, which was ap¬plied to |«y interest so long as the capital lasted. These ate'
gloomy facts for the bondholders ; yet they are no less gloomythan true. Wc are not in the situation of Pennsylvania and
Illinois. We have not their population ; neither have we,-
like them, public works to give up to our creditors, and there¬
with make compromises with them. We have neither rail
roads nor canals, nor tornpike-roads, nor any oMmtt f«.uu.
works, either begun or even contemplated. I therefore sin¬
cerely believe that neither the bonds not the interest will ever
be jiaid. With our present population, nine-tenths of whom
are remarkably poor, the thing is impossible ; besides, it is
now well known that our lionds have long sinee passed from
the original purchasers into the hands of stock-jobbers, specu¬
lators, and gamblers, who have procured them at * great dis¬
count 5 and, were our population a million, instead of aliout
seventy-nine thousand white people, I do not believe any Le¬
gislature could be gotten together who would lay a tax on the
people for the benefit of speculators and gamblers, who had
bought those bonds at about thirty conts on the dollar. Tha
only ground of hope, therefore, for the holders of the bonds
of this State, is an assumption of the debts of the States bv
the General Government. This, however, is a weak ground1
to depend on. A few of the Whig party were and are still in
favor of it. A majority of them, however, with Mr. Clay at
their head, publicly disavowed the doctrine. The whole of
the Democratic party, who are now in the ascendant, with
Mr. Polk, their President elect at their head, are now, as they
have always been, against it.

Vour obedient servant, X. V.

INLAND NAVIGATION OF THE WEST.

FHO.H THE CINCINNATI CHHON1CLE-

The rolling flood of waters now poured along by the Ohio,
and the vast distances to which products are borne by the nu¬
merous steamers on its bosom, reminds us of the great, and,
compared with any other [K>rtion of the earth, most extraoi-

dinary extent of the inland navigation of the West. Let us
take some jmrticulars. It is considered a great voyage from'
New York to Liverpool; yet one may take a single steam¬
boat trip on the waters of the Mississippi equal to tliat Look
at this :

Milks.
New Orleans to Natchez 294
Natchez to Mouth of Ohio 718
From the Ohio to St. Louis 172
St. Louis to Weston ,500
Weston to Council Blurt's 300
Council Blufl'sto Fort Mandan 824
Fort Mandan to the Yellow Stone 224

Total voyage 3032
ThiB u the length of a voyage from New York to Liver¬

pool.all performed inland.the point of departure being one

hundred miles from the sea ! Such is one of the voyage* that
may be performed in the great valley of the West.

But take another: Suppose a lioat takes in product from
Pittsburg to New Orleans, and should there be chartered to
take stores to the Fur Company's fort, at the inouth of the
Yellow Stone, antf then returns to Pittsburg, what will" be her
voyage :

Miua.
Pittsburg to Cincinnati. ' 498
Cincinnati to l<ouisville 137
Louisville to Mouth of Ohio 345
Mouth of Ohio to New Orleans 1012
New Oilcans to St. Louis 1184
St. Louis to Weston 500
Weston to the Yellow Stone 1348
Yellow Stone to St. Louis 1848
St. I,ouis to the Ohio 172
The Ohio to Pittsburg 980

Total voyage ^.. .8024
Eight thousand miles might a steamboat run on the waters

.of the West in a regular voysge, before she returned to her
original port!

But there are voyages continually performed, of scarcely
leas magnitude than this, in the pursuit of a regular business.
For example, a steamboat leaves Pittsburg with flour and porkfor New Orleans. There she takes in a cargo of sugar and
coffee for St. I<oui* ; and there, again, she loads with wheat
and lead for Cincinnati. This is, or may be, a regular West-
ern voyage, not longer than many boats actually perform in
one trip. Look at it:

Milks.
Pittsburg to New Orleans 1992
New Orleans to St. I*ouis. 1184
St. Louis to the Ohio .172
Cairo to Cincinnati 482

Total voyage 3830
Now take a common Cincinnati voyage to New Orleans,

performed, including all stoppages, and loading and unload¬
ing, in aliout three weeks :

Mile*.
Cincinnati to I<ouisville 137
Louisville to Cairo 345
Cairo to New Orleans .. 1012
Return voyage 1494

Total voyage .2888
Here are three voyages : the first a possible one, which in

a few years will be common ; the second a very protiahle one (
and tlie third an every day one. These three voyage* makn
together, as the reader sees, more than fourteen thousand
miles
We add to this the following table of navigation on some

of our rivers:
Mues.

Wabash river to Logansport 454
Illinois liver to Otiowag|2
This i* but a part of the t»«t ml»nj imimlwn Um> WhI,.

and whirh explains the rapid growth of cities ami towns so
far from the seaboard. The*c inland cities, too, are destined
to equal, if they do not surpass, the largest of thoae on the
Atlantic shore.

MrapiaaioN AqrxtncT. They are building a wire sns

pension acqueduct across the Alleghany, that will reflect great
credit upon Pittsburg mechanics. It is expected to be com¬

pleted liy tlie first of April. The suspension ropes will con¬
sist of seven strands of wire, susjicnded across strong stone
towers uj)oii the |sers, and forming an inverted arch, each
strand three inches in diameter, the rones will then be wrap¬
ped in annealed wire, varnished, and tne whole will lie (mint¬
ed. The trunk will consist of solid lattice-work, or strong
beam* placed in this form, contiguous and capable of sup¬
porting themselves without the ropes. A wheel traverses the
distance across the river upon rojies, and unbirxls the wire
from the reels as it goes: the splices and the wire are made
by placing the two ends together and winding thein with fine
annealed wire..-Cincinnati Atlas.

Distmrssin« Calakitt at Dree Isle, Maine..The
schooner Mary, of Deer Isle, Capt. Rufus York, was at anchor
in that harbor on the night of the 12th instant. The cabin
lieing damp, a large fire was kept in the stove, and left bunting
when Capt. York, his son aliout 18 years old, and Mr. Ben¬
jamin Cole, all of Deer Isle, retired to rest at a late hour.
About two o'clock the next morning they awoke enveloped in
flames, the vessel having prolwhly caught fire from the funnel.
They rushed through the fire upon ileck, and attemrted t«
swim to the shore, five or six rods distant. Captain Y., al¬
though a good swimmer, sunk I sifore he reachad the shore,
prolwhly from having been burnt. The others landed on a

high bluff of broken ledges, thickly covered with ferns, and
half a mile from any house. The night was dark, they ware

nearly naked, tha akin burnt from the faces, hands, and feet of
Imth, and from the arms, legs, and a great i art of tha body of
young York. They reached the house, blood marking their
path at every step. Young York died on the iftorown of tha
14th. Cole was supposed to be on the recovery on the 18th.
The body ofCapt. Y. had notheen found He leaWW t sickly
wife and a large number of children. The vesaei, of which
he was the owner, waa nearly destroyed, and waa not insured.

[Roitori Adv,


